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Welcome everyone to today’s AGM. 

It has been a great year for the club overall, the beach was packed over the summer period, 
we had a great turnout of lifeguards to patrol the beach and the vibe at the club has been 
fantastic. I would like to summarise some of the initiatives and activities undertaken over the 
last season: 

• Clubhouse Redevelopment Project, our major project to modernise clubhouse for 
benefit of community, members and lifeguards. Fundraising is underway for this 
project, and will be a major focus over the coming season. We are especially pleased 



to announce we have recently received a major funding boost of $30,000 from our 
principal sponsor Trust Waikato.  

•  Lifeguard exchange with Torquay club in Melbourne to provide additional training 
and experiences for senior guards. This was a successful event and we are looking to 
continue this on an annual basis 

• Local lifeguard exchanges to develop skills patrolling in different beach conditions 
(pilot set up with Mt Maunganui and Whangamata) 

• Senior lifeguards facilitating training weekends over the winter months 

• Development of junior leadership positions to assist with club operations  

• Enhanced communication with new Facebook, Twitter and blog growing the Trust 
Waikato Whiritoa community. I would like to thank Blair Graham and Donna Hopkins 
for their work over the season in this important area. 

We also had a great year for new lifeguard training with a record number of new lifeguard 
qualified. I would like to thank Libby and her team for their hard work in supporting the new 
guards through their training. I was very impressed and humbled by their dedication. I would 
also like to thank the junior coaches who provided training and support for our younger 
members over the season. 

As you will see elsewhere in the AGM reports the membership is strong and patrol hours 
have continued to grow. The number of qualifications gained by our Lifeguards is greater 
than recent years. 

Our financial performance is also very pleasing to note. A number of our supporters, in 
particular our naming rights sponsor Trust Waikato, is to be thanked for this achievement. I 
would also like to those who have made donations to the club over the season – your support 
is very much appreciated. 

We succeed due to the efforts and contribution of our members. I would like to highlight two 
in particular, Wendy Turner-Wright, who has continued to organise the Whiritoa Summer 
Programme. Also, I would like to thank Chaz Gibbons for his leadership and support as Club 
Captain. There is a huge amount of work done behind the scenes in this role, including 
organizing training, patrolling, keeping up with new regulations and NZ Surf requirements, 
etc. Chaz has done an outstanding job in his first season as Club Captain and has been a 
fantastic ambassador for the Club over the past year. Thank you, Chaz. 

 I would also like to thank my fellow committee members for their individual and collective 
contribution, the lifeguards for their selfless voluntary patrolling of Whiritoa Beach, parents 
and friends who assist with the Junior programme and running of the Carnival, the Bar 
Managers, and all other contributors to the Club. We also recognise the assistance rendered 
by Surf NZ. 

The coming season will have a focus on continuing the Clubhouse redevelopment with 



obtaining funding for further works, further improving communication channels, especially 
the Club website, providing a focus on making the Club more accessible to the Whiritoa 
community and further support to the lifeguards to make Toa a safe beach for all those that 
are lucky enough to visit here. I look forward to working with the new committee on all 
these initiatives. 

Thank you to those who have provided support to me over the year, I look forward to the 
coming season, I look forward to another summer in paradise! 

Michael Jeffs 

28th June 2015 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


